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INDIAN DAILY NEWS. (s .PT. 10th, 1912, )

“Sachitra Kashidham : By Monmotha Nath
Chakravasti. This is an illustrated guide book to
Benares in Bengali in which a detailed account is
given of all the temples and places of pilgrimage in
Benares, which cannot fail to be of use to  Bengali ¢
pilgrims to that holy city.”

AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA. (oct.7, 1912,

*s % % He has ransacked the ancient and modern;
authorities, both mythological and historical, in
tracing the origin of the name of Benares and its,
early history. The reader will find in the book.
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detailed descriptions of not only all the temples,
wells, ghats, mutts, mosques, and other relics of
antequarian interest but also of all the modern
institutions which have added lustre to the fair
fame of the fascinating city. There are also in the
book elaborate accounts of the various religious
sec's with their institutions, that have established
themselves in the city. The book contains illustra-
tions of some of the well-known places In the
accounts which the learned author has given he has
left nothing unsaid and the most minute objects of
interest have not escaped his observant eye. ‘Lhe
language is chaste, lucid and dignified, and the
general get-up of the book excellent. We have no
doubt the book will command a large sale.”

THE TELEGRAPH, (ocr. 12 1912.)

“ % % » Babu Manmathanath has gone out of his
beaten path and taken to writing on subjects far
remote from Art or Photography, we mean. a topo-
graphical review of Kasi and its surroundings.
When we say topographical, we do not imply
thereby that he has written only notes on the Holy
City as regards its geography, but an exhaustive
and interesting history, social, religious and politi-
cal, of Benares with minute descriptions and
iaccounts of places of interest. Labu Manmatha-
nath is himself an artist, but it must not be
assumed, therefore that he has seen Kasi with oqu
an artist’s eye. He has interspersed his book with
pretty “pictures of numerous places of interest in
Kasi, but in addition to this bhas given the histoty
of Kasi, early as well as modein, histosy of the king-
dom of Kasi and the chronology of its kings, the,
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detailed description of the innumerable temples,
“Ghauts” and “Mauths” of Kasi, accounts of vari-
ous religious sects, local society, **Chhatras” and
“Mahatmas,” accounts of “Ramnuggur” and
“Vyas-Kasi” and notices of the modern buil-
dings and places of interest in Kasi with its
commerce, bazar, fairs and sundry other things,
The language of the book is devoid of un-
necessery gloss and polishing so as to be under-
stood by all and appreciated by themas a
literary relish. It has one great attraction, we
mean, it never tires the patience of readers ;
in it interest is sustained throughout. We
think it is valuable as a book of reference
and as such is sure to prove useful to" all
intending pilgrims to the Holy City.”
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